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Government moves in
to Protect Indian
Women Deserted by
Overseas Indian
Husbands

Compulsory registration of
marriages, proper identifi-cation and
tracking system, fast tracking of
cases through family courts, more
effective serving of notices and
summons, higher funding for
defence of cases in foreign countries
are among a series of measures
decided by the government to deal
with problems faced by Indian
women deserted by their overseas
Indian husbands.

Timely registration of FIR,
suitable bilateral agreements with
foreign countries and information
campaign to educate prospective
brides are among the other steps
accepted by the Centre to counter
the problem.

The decisions were arrived at
in an inter-Ministerial meeting with
the participation of the Minister of
Overseas Indian Affairs Mr. Vayalar
Ravi, Minister of State for Women
and Child Development Ms. Renuka
Chowdhury and represen-tatives of
several other Minisé;)iﬁda"rjg

PIO ECONOMIST GOBIND NANKANI
RECEIVES GHANANIAN NATIONAL AWARD

Gobind Nankani, prominent
Indian-origin development
economist and head of the
Global Development Network
(GDN), has been honored with
a top Ghanaian national award
for his contributions to the
development of Ghana and
Africa. Ghanaian President
John A Kufour presented
Nankani with the ‘Order of
the Volta’ on July 3 in Accra.

Nankani was cited

particularly for his role as vice
president for Africa at the
World Bank from 2004 to
2006, and also for his
contribution over the years to
the promotion of social
development policy and
financing. Kufuor presented
awards to distinguished
personalities, including foreign
nationals. The awards were
instituted by the nation’s first

contd...2

Raj Bhavsar as part of
US gymnastics team

The past four years have
been a rough road for
Houston-based Raj Bhavsar.
A junior standout turned
NCAA star and World team
stalwart, Bhavsar felt he
deserved a spot on the 2004
Olympic team and was
devastated when he was
named alternate instead.

That disappointment led
Bhavsar to a dark place,
where he questioned just about
everything in his life. Houston

gymnast Raj Bhavsar was
named to replace 2004
Olympic gold medalist injured
Paul Hamm on the USA
Gymnastics men’s Olympic
team.

Fueled by an underdog’s
mentality, a burglar’s guts and
the grace under pressure that
is a minimum requirement for
performing on the Olympic
stage, the men of USA
Gymnastics won a bronze

contd...2
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Introduction: The
Federation of Gujarati
Associations of North

America (FOGNA)

FOGANA s an acronymfor The
Federation of Gujarati Associations
of North America which was
founded in 1980.The aim was to
bring all the Gujarati people living
in North America closer together by
promoting a common platform to
sustain and perpetuate the cultural
heritage of Gujarat, India. Initially,
FOGANA aspired to meet the needs
and welfare of Gujaratis while
assisting them in adapting to the
mainstream America. They hoped
to do this by building up and
centralizing resources, energies
and talents and thus create a
stronger image of the Gujaratis.

Using such tools as folk
dancing, which is an integral part of
any celebration in the Gujarati
culture, they initiated their effort by
conducting folk dance competitions
in various regions that culminated
in finals in one or another North
American city.

Gujaratis from all corners
gathered for these events.
Workshops in cultural aspect such
as dance, costumes communities,
music etc. were offered. Also Drama
and Debate competitions/festivals
were conducted in some of the
regions as well as a Conference in
Washington. Visiting dignitaries in
many fields were honored and
brought in contact with the Gujarati
community at large.

(Source : www.fogana.org )




Government moves in to Protect Indian Women
Deserted by Overseas Indian Husbands

Compulsory registration of
marriages, proper identifi-
cation and tracking system,
fast tracking of cases through
family courts, more effective
serving of notices and
summons, higher funding for
defence of cases in foreign
countries are among a series
of measures decided by the
government to deal with
problems faced by Indian
women deserted by their
overseas Indian husbands.
Timely registration of FIR,
suitable bilateral agreements
with foreign countries and
information campaign to
educate prospective brides
are among the other steps
accepted by the Centre to
counter the problem.

The decisions were arrived
at in an inter-Ministerial
meeting with the participation
of the Minister of Overseas
Indian Affairs Mr. Vayalar
Ravi, Minister of State for
Women and Child Develop-
ment Ms. Renuka Chowdhury

and represen-tatives of several
other  Ministries and
organisations. The meeting
adopted the recommendations
of the inter-ministerial sub-
committee appointed to study
problems related to marriages
of Indian women with
overseas Indians.

The inter-ministerial sub-
committee with Secretary,
MOIA as Chairman and with
representatives from the
Ministry of Home Affairs,
Ministry of External Affairs,
Ministry of Women & Child
Development, Ministry of Law
& Justice, National Commi-
ssion for Women, National
Human Rights Commission
and State Governments of
Punjab and Andhra Pradesh as
Members had been set up on
4th May 2007 with the
mandate to study the problems
faced by Indian women
deserted by their overseas
Indian spouses and give their
recommendations on this
matter. www.pib.nic.in )

PIO ECONOMIST GOBIND NANKANL....

president, Kwame Nkrumah,
when Ghana attained republic
status on July 1, 1960.
Speaking at the National
Honors Awards, on the theme
‘Branding Ghana for a
Prosperous Future’, Kufuor
said: “We have sought to honor
a cross section of society who
in the course of their work has
made exceptional
contributions  to  the
development of the nation.
Today’s function is to urge
them on to greater service to
the nation and encourage

others to follow their
example.”
As head of GDN, Nankani

oversees a worldwide
association of researchers and
policy institutes with the goal
of generating and sharing
knowledge, building research
capacity and bridging the gap
between ideas and policy for
development. Nankani firmly
believes that “world-class

research capabilities exist in
developing countries. The
challenge is to ensure that they
influence policy debate at the
country and regional levels”.
Informed policy-making
instead of opinion-based
policy-making is the key to
effective and inclusive
development and poverty
reduction.

The online research
database GDNet has over
7,000 registered researchers
and provides access to over
14,000 journal articles for
researchers in developing and
transition countries. GDN
became an International
Organization in February 2008.

It is headquartered in New
Delhi. It signed the
Headquarters Agreement with
the Government of India in
May 2008. GDN’s regional
offices are located in Cairo,
Egypt and Washington. Its site

1S www.gdnet.org (www.gopio.net)

Tourist Place:

This sacred teerth is
located 5 km on Prabhas
Veraval highway. Bhagwan
Shree Krishna was hit with
the arrow of the poacher
named Jara at this spot.
Bhagwan Shree Krishna was
resting in meditation under a
pippal tree when the poacher

BhallaTeerth

misread the foot of Bhagwan
Shree Krishna as a deer and
hit from a distance.
Bhagwan generously
pardoned the poacher and
blessed him. This divined leela
of Bhagwan Shree Krishna is
mortalised by a beautiful
temple and an ancient pippal
tree. The spot is under
development with the
assistance of the Central
Government. Bhagwan Shree
Krishana then walked a small
distance and arrived at the holy
banks of river Hiranya from
where he took his last journey
to hlS Neejdharn. (Source:http://

swamigyananandjisaraswati.com/
resrchbhalka.htm)
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organisations. The meeting adopted
the recommendations of the inter-
ministerial sub-committee
appointed to study problems related
to marriages of Indian women with
overseas Indians. The inter-
ministerial sub-committee with
Secretary, MOIA as Chairman and
with representatives from the
Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry
of External Affairs, Ministry of
Women & Child Development,

Ministry of Law & Justice, National
Commission for Women, National
Human Rights Commission and
State Governments of Punjab and
Andhra Pradesh as Members had
been set up on 4th May 2007 with
the mandate to study the problems
faced by Indian women deserted by
their overseas Indian spouses and
give their recommendations on this
matter.

( www.pib.nic.in )

Raj Bhavsar as part...

medal in the men’s team
competition. China won the
gold medal with 286.125
points, and Japan slipped past
the U.S. on the final apparatus
to take the silver with 278.875.
The U.S. scored 275.85 to
edge Germany at 274.6 for the
bronze. The Americans were
fueled early on by the bold,
rock-solid performances of a
squad that included Houston
gymnasts Jonathan Horton

and Raj Bhavsar, and at the
end by Sasha Artemev’s
redemptive series of twirls
around the pommel horse as
anchor man on the team’s
weakest apparatus.

”It’s been an amazing and
enlightening experience. After
’04, there was a lot of hurt that
went on in the sport for me. I
had to succumb to that and
surrender to 1it,” said
Bhavsar.( www.nriol.com )
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