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Gujarat is known for its enter-
prise and symbolizes the
growth engine of India.
Government of Gujarat has
undertaken speedy reforms
and continues to intensify
steps to accelerate growth.
With the establishment of
202 GIDC industrial estates,
60 approved Special Eco-
nomic Zones, 21 registered
Industrial Parks and 83
identified Industrial Clusters;

Gujarat has generated vast
scope for employment of
technically competent
manpower.
Though the State has over
the years attracted large
volumes of investment the
availability of suitable
manpower has been lagging.
Despite large requirement of
manpower on the one hand
and institutional arrange-
ments for equipping/ skilling
on the other, there has been
a qualitative demand-supply
mismatch resulting in short-
age in the industry with
simultaneous unemployment/
underemployment.
To address this issue, the
State Government intends to
develop industryresponsive
and readily employable man-
power focusing on local re-
sources.

Gujarat Industrial
Policy, 2009 Scheme
for Enhancement of

Technical
Competence and

  Manpower
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Eight Indian Americans
reach white house

fellows finalists
Four of them are Gujju
April 10, 2009

Eight Indian Americans are
among the 108 regional
finalists to the prestigious
White House Fellows for the
year 2009-2010. White
House Fellows Program is
the most prestigious program
for leadership and public
service in the US.
The regional finalists would
be interviewed for the final
list of about 30 outstanding
women and men, who would
then be appointed as a White
House Fellow for one year
by the US President, Barack
Obama.
The Indian Americans who
have made it to the list
include Komal Bazaz Smith
from Arlington in Virginia;
Sudip K Bose (Chicago);
Sreekanth K Chaguturu
(Boston); Amar A Desai
(Westlake Village, Califor-
nia); Anish P Mahajan (Los
Angeles); Manish K Sethi
(Brookline, Massachusetts);
Minesh Shah (Bronx, New
York) and Raj M Shah
(Philadelphia).

(Source: www.nriol.com )
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In many cities of Gujarat like
Amdavad, Surat, Bhavnagar,
etc, glorious processions are
carried out annually with
devotional fevour and joy.
The Jagannath Mandir in
Amdavad organises a yatra
through the walled areas of
the city. People make
kaleidoscopic Raths and
floats of various materials
mounted on trucks. This year
many youth and religious
organizations in the city of
Amdavad constructed
ninety-eight Raths, which
followed the Jagannath
Mandir’s fifteen decorated
elephants. Onlookers and

Rath Yatra
Festival in Gujarat

devotees thronged the
narrow alleys, buildings and
balconies, patiently awaiting
up to three hours for the 5-
km-long colorful procession
to pass by at a sedate pace.
When the chariots with the
murtis arrived, people ritually
sprinkled rice and gulal
powder as a form of puja.
The participants sitting in
these raths liberally handed
out fistfuls of prasadam of
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The Industrial Policy, 2009
has laid emphasis on the
expansion of a skilled and
educated manpower base.
With a view to enhance
trained manpower by 2 lakhs
per year, after 5th year
onwards, that is, on comple-
tion of operating expenditure
support time of four
years as mentioned in Para
3.6.2 of these orders, a
scheme for enhancement of
technical competence and
manpower has been under
consideration. After careful
consideration. (Source:
Industries & Mines Depart-
ment, Govt of Gujarat)

An Indian-American lawyer
Preet Bharara has been
nominated President Barack
Obama to become the US
attorney for Southern
District of New York.
Bharara, 40, has advised the
New York Democrat Sena-
tor Charles Schumer on legal
matters and played a key
role in the congressional
investigation of the Bush
administration’s firing of
eight US attorneys, accord-
ing to a White House
announcement.
”This group of men and
women have distinguished
themselves as fair, tenacious
and respected attorneys
throughout their careers in
both public and private
service,” Obama said of
Bharara and five others who
have been named. Born in
Punjab, India, Bharara
immigrated to the US with
his parents in 1970 and
became a US citizen 10
years later. Raised in
Monmouth County, New
Jersey, he graduated from
Harvard University in 1990
and from Columbia Law
School in 1993.
Bharara was named 2007
South Asian Lawyer of the
Year by the North American
South Asian Bar Association.
Before joining Schumer’s

MORE INDIAN AMERICANS NAMED TO
JOIN OBAMA ADMINISTRATION

office, Bharara was an
assistant US attorney in the
Southern District of New
York in Manhattan, working
in the general crimes,
narcotics and organized
crime/terrorism units from
2000 to 2005.
The Southern District, which
traces its roots to 1789,
prosecutes federal crimes in
Manhattan and the Bronx as
well as Westchester,
Rockland and four other
counties north of New York
City.  It has jurisdiction over
much of the financial indus-
try, since major securities
exchanges and banks are
based within its boundaries.
 
Obama Administration has
also appointed Subash Iyer, a
former business analyst at
the management consulting
giant McKinsey and Co., as
special assistant to Karen
Mills, administrator of the
U.S. Small Business Asso-
ciation. Iyer, 23, is likely the
youngest person inducted
into the administration so far.
An alumnus of Columbia
University, Iyer hopes to
bring his perspective from
the private sector back-
ground as well as broader
experiences to help SBA
achieve it goals.
(Source: http://www.gopio.net )

raw, sprouted mung beans.
Children were given sweets
and confectionary. Finally, at
the rear were three raths of
Subhadra, Balaram and Lord
Krishna. These were all
hand-drawn and pushed by
devotees. The flurry and
festive excitement was
enhanced by the jubilant
chanting of ‘Jai Ranchhod
Makhan Chor’.
Indra, the god of rain, too
arrived to participate! It has
been noted that sometime
during the Rath Yatra,
usually late afternoon or
early evening, he sprinkles a
light shower, never a heavy
downpour, sanctifying the
occasion.
The festival of Rath Yatra is
celebrated at all the
Swaminarayan Mandirs of
the BAPS. Every year the
center in Calcutta celebrates
it on a large scale with
colorful floats pulled by
devotees and dignitaries.
This year the Satsang center

in Surat carried out a proces-
sion of eight floats with
15,000 devotees joyously
chanting the Lord’s name.
The 1.5 km long procession
inspired reverence and
devotion in thousands of
bystanders and pedestrians.
The Rath Yatra is a festival
suffused with devotional
sentiments for the Lord. For
over five thousand years,
Hindus have celebrated this
spectacular festival. Gather-
ing together, they earnestly
pray to the Lord to steer the
chariots of their mundane
lives through the vicissitudes
of Samsara.
(Source: www.swaminarayan.org )
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GOPIO’s 20TH
ANNIVERSARY
CONVENTION -

ORGANIZATIONAL
EFFORT PROGRESSING

VERY WELL
GOPIO’s Global Convention
2009 will re-examine and re-
evaluate GOPIO’s role
during the last 20 years with
respect to goals and aspira-
tions of 25 million people of
Indian origin (PIO) living
outside of India.
Conference topics include:
human Rights, political
participation, economic
trends, socio-cultural and
Diasporic related issues and
concerns, inter-generational
conflict, challenges and
opportunities for the future.
The Convention theme and
program details are as
follows:

August 20-23, 2009
Crowne Plaza Hotel
LaGuardia Airport
104-04 Ditmars Blvd., East
Elmhurst, New York 11369,
USA
Tel: 718-457-6300
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