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Gujarat Tourism gets
special national award

New Delhi :- Gujarat Tour-
ism today got a special national
award for publishing excellence
book on architectural treasures
from Ministry of Tourism in a
felicitation function held here.
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The special award was
received jointly by Dr. K.D. Rao,
Secretary (Tourism) and Shri
Anoop Shukla, MD (TCGL ) from
Union Home Minister Shri
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P.Chidambaram in the
presence of Union Tourism
Minister Smt.Ambika Soni.

After receiving the award, Dr
Rao apprised that Architectural
Treasures of Gujarat
telescopes the rich history of
the state, through selected
monuments of diverse nature,
from Dholavira to Sangath. The
book is a noted version of
unique style.

(Source: www.gujaratindia.com )

Nick Rathod Joins the
White House

President Obama has
appointed Nick Rathod as
Deputy Associate Director of
the White House Office of Inter
Governmental Affairs. Rathod,
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At the Office of Inter-
governmental Affairs, Rothod
and his colleagues will work
with governors and mayors all
over America on issues that
are important to their states
and cities and work with them
on moving the agenda forward.

Rathod had earlier served in
the New York governor’s office
and as senior manager of state
and regional affairs at the
Center for American Progress,

a progressive think tank. (Source:
www.gopio.net)

-
Aladl  Source: Gujarat Information Department)

Indians constitute the largest recipients
of UK citizenship in 2008

According to figures released by Eurostat, EU’s statistics body, more foreigners were
granted citizenship in Britain than in any other European Union country in 2006. Of the
154,000 foreign nationals granted British citizenship in 2006, Indians accounted for 15,125,
largest from Asia. Pakistan nationals granted British citizenship numbered 10,260. Only a
fraction of new Britons came from other EU states.

According to a research based organization, foreigners coming to Britain will account for
the bulk of the increase in population, which is expected to rise from 60 million this year to 67
million in 2031. However, it is very likely that thousands of high-net worth people of Indian
and other foreign origin will quit Britain following UK policy to levy tax on people with non-
domicile status. About 42% of South Asian high-net worth individuals considered non
domicile in the UK are preparing to leave once the change takes effect.(Source : www.nriol.com )
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Narendrabhai Modi: Envisages
Central Gujarat as an Emerging
Hub of Automobile Industry

On the eve before
Republic day, Chief Minister
Shri Narendrabhai Modi laid
foundation stone of a new
radial tyre plant by CEAT
Company at Halol today.

The RPG Tyre
manufacturing company
would invest Rs 800 crores for
the erection of the plant, which
is likely to generate
employment opportunities for
three thousand people.

He elaborated upon a
strategy of developing the
central Gujarat region as a
hub of automobile industry.
The ideal and harmonious
environment garners huge
capital investments in the
state, the investors feel that
their investment is safe and
can bring about best results.

Tremendous success has
attended the Vibrant-Summit.
The proposed Delhi Mumbai
dedicated Freight corridor

,which passes from Abu-road
to Mumbeai covers 40% of land
area of Gujarat, ushering in to
tremendous economic
transformation of Gujarat and
the country.

The strategic and proactive
planning by the State
Government would target to
develop the long coastal lines
in to the gateway to progress
and prosperity.

The Automobile sector is
bound emerge as a significant
contributor to massive
employment generation. The
Vibrant Summit has catapulted
immense growth for the
automobile cluster. To meet
the need of skilled manpower,
anetwork of new engineering
colleges, polytechnics, and it
I.T.Is would churn out young

technocrats.

(Source : Information Bureau,
Government of Gujarat, Date: 25/01/
2009)

Gujarati Samaj of St. Louis

Gujarati Samaj of St.
Louis came into existence in
1984 with the efforts of
some community leaders to
preserve, protect and per-
sonify our eastern values, to
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(Source: Gujarat Information
Department)

make our children participate
in celebrating our festivals,
and to provide platform to all
Gujaraties to come together
to meet, greet, entertain and
celebrate our heritage.
Gujarati Samaj arranges
programs to commemorate
important Gujarati Festivals
and Events, and invites
dignitaries and artists from
Gujarat and India to perform
for the benefit of the
members. Many leaders of
the Samaj have contributed
their time to put the wheels
of Samaj to the road of
progress.

(Source:www.gujaratisamajofstl.org)
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Shrimad Rajchandra

Ashram-Dharampur

Shrimad was born to Smt. Devba and Shri Ravjibhai on the
auspicious day of 9th November, 1867 (Kartik Purnima V.S.
1924), at Vavania (Gujarat, India). At the young age of 7, on
witnessing the burning pyre of an acquaintance, He underwent
unprecedented mental churning and attained Jatismaran jnan
(arecollection of several past
lives) at the cremation ground
itself. This vivid recollection
of the past, established
continuity with His previously
attained state of knowledge,
meditation and penance. As
aresult of this purification of
His consciousness, many
unusual mnemonic and
psychic powers manifested in Him, but He chose to ignore
them, focusing solely on self-realization.

Though young in age, He was spiritually mature, and
remained in a state of heightened awareness. Despite a
powerful intrinsic attitude of detachment and a burning desire
for total renunciation, at the age of 20, He had to tie the knot
of marriage and engage in business. Having spent nearly a
decade of His life as a householder, ably discharging the
responsibilities that had come His way, inwardly He remained
completely detached. Worldly pleasures failed to attract Him
in the least and He spent long hours in profound contemplation
and deep meditation.

Ceaselessly immersed in spiritual pursuits, at the age of 23,
He attained Shuddha Samyakdarshan (right self-
perception). After the age of 28, His responsibilities decreased
and He began to spend 4 to 6 months of the year in seclusion
at various places in Gujarat, where He lived the life of an
ascetic, taking very little food only once a day.

At the age of 32, He was at the threshold of complete
renunciation when He contracted an illness from which He
never recovered. Inspite of extreme physical discomfort, He
always remained in a blissful state. Despite comprehensive
treatment by doctors and meticulous care by devotees and
relatives, all efforts to save His holy body failed. On 9th April,
1901 (Chaitra Vad Pancham V.S. 1957), at Rajkot, this
enlightened soul left His mortal body, in a state of complete
awareness.

Since the last 25 years, a group of people residing in Mumbai
has been following the teachings of Shrimad Rajchandra
(Param Krupalu Dev) under the divine guidance of
P.P.Gurudev. They participate in various activities like bhakti,
satsang etc. At first, these activities were conducted at the
homes of various followers; however as light kindles light, the
number of followers began to increase and soon reached a
sizeable figure. Thus, it became
essential to further systematize
the activities of this group. As
aresult, a trust under the name
of Shrimad Rajchandra
Adhyatmik Satsang Sadhana
Kendra was established in

1994. (Source(Photo & Text) : www.
shrimadrajchandradharampur.org)
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