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While there are Parks and
Sanctuaries in Gujarat that are
famous and have the necessary
tourist infrastructures, there are
lesser known places that contain
i n t e r e s t i n g
wildlife and in
certain cases
o u t s t a n d i n g
habitats which
merit a visit for
those who want
to be away from
the crowds and want to enjoy
what a relatively quite place has
to offer. These places are best
for a day’s outing and when you
are in a big town next to it.
Following is a list of few such
wildlands. We suggest you
contact the offices of the Forest
Department in the nearest city
or town to get the necessary
information/permission.

A unique eco-system- a part
of which is a seasonal wetland
in the arid zone that play mother
to 15 threatened wildlife species
and encompasses desert thorn
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and scrub forests, dotted with
several seasonal water bodies
and grassy patches is popularly
known as Narayan Sarovar
Wildlife Sanctuary, notified as

such in April
1981. This
e x c e p t i o n a l
e c o - s y s t e m
supports a rich
b iod ivers i ty
including some
rare animals

and birds and rare flowering
plants.

The sanctuary has all the
three species of bustards- Great
Indian Bustard, Houbara
Bustard and Lesser Florican.
Also the Black Partridge, a
typical bird of desert habitat is
found here. 18 species of
herpetofauna, 184 bird species
including 19 species of raptors
speak high of the sanctuary. The
most sighted animal is the
Chinkara.

Very large portion of the area
(contd…Page 2)

TWO BRITISH
GUJARATI’S IN THE
2007 HONOR LIST
Sixteen British Indians have

been chosen in Britains 2007
honor list. The highest award
CBE (Commander of the British
Empire) goes to Ramniklal
Solanki, founder of Britain’s
largest Asian publishing house
for his services to publishing
and to community relations.
Solanki has been recognized for
his services to publishing and
community relations.

Five British Indians find
place in the list of OBE (Order
of the British Empire). They are
Jasminder Singh, founder and
Chairman of Radisson

(contd…Page 2)

1,450-MW HYDRO
ELECTRIC POWER

PROJECT
DEDICATED TO

THE NATION
Chief minister Narendra

Modi dedicated 1,450-MW
Hydro Electric Power Project to
Nation. Out of 1,450-MW,
1,200 MW produce from River
Bed Power House (RBPH) and
250 MW from Canal Head
Power House (CHPH).

Out of 1450 MW Madhya
Pradesh gets 57 per cent of the
power generated with 826.5
MW. Maharashtra will get
391.5 MW with 27 per cent
share while Gujarat will get
246.5 MW power with 16 per

(contd…Page 2)
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of the sanctuary exhibits the
edaphic climax of tropical thorn
forest with tree height averaging
3 to 5 m. Major part of the
sanctuary is under grassland
and scrub forest.

Forest types in the
Sanctuary

5/D-Dry deciduous Scrub,
6/E 4 -Salvadora scrub, 6B/C-
Desert Thorn Forest, 5/E 3 -
Babul (Acacia nilotica} forest,
6B/DS2-Tropical Euphorbia
scrub, 5/DS5-Dry Savannah
type vegetation, Acacia nilotica-
Salvadora association, 6/E 2 -
Gorad (Acacia Senegal), 6B/
DS1-Zizyphus scrub and
Capparis association.

‘Gorad’ and ‘Babul’ are
predominant plant species.
‘Babul’ predominates the
western zone having lime stone
formation, whereas ‘Gorad’ is
main species in the eastern zone,
which covers extensive area.
Some of the patches are also

planted with Prosopis juliflora,
which has started spreading in
the Sanctuary, leading to
decrease of grassy and
herbaceous patches, but rate of
invasion is less compared to
extensive area of Prosopis in
other parts of the district.

Flora
There are 252 species of

flowering plants e.g. Desi baval,
gorad, hermo, ber, pilu, thor,
gando baval, gugal, salai,
ingorio, kerdo, carissa etc.

Fauna
Important animals- Wolf,

caracal, chinkara, desert fox,
hyena, desert cat, porcupine,
ratel, Indian pangolin, blue bull,
mongoose, hare etc.

Important birds : Great
Indian bustard, lesser florican,
houbara bustard, black
partridges, harriers, common
cranes etc. (Forest Department,
Govt. of Gujarat)

The British Government
today announced the
appointment of eight members
to join the new BBC Trust that
will replace the Board of
Governors from 1 January
2007.

The new Charter requires
that the Trust is independent of
BBC management representing
the interests of licence fee
payers. Michael Grade has
resigned as BBC chairman and
is to join ITV, the corporation’s
main terrestrial rival.

Current BBC vice-chairman
Anthony Salz will succeed Mr
Grade until the end of the year,
while Chitra Bharucha, vice-
chairman of the new BBC
Trust, will take up the position
on a temporary basis until a new
chairman is appointed.

She is the first woman and
the first NRI to head the BBC.

NRI doctor to head BCC until a
new Chairman is appointed

The BCC, £4 billion budget
company is the largest
broadcasting corporation in the
world with a 26,000-strong staff
in the UK. Chitra Bharucha, the
new Vice-Chairman of the BBC
Trust who now chairs General
Medical Council panels that
decide on the fitness of doctors
to practise medicine said:

“Organisations in receipt of
public money tasked with
providing a quality service are
rightly subjected to intense
scrutiny. My experience is that
this is best achieved when based
on evidence and consultation
with those receiving and using
the service.

Transparency is another pre-
requisite in order to ensure
confidence in the system. I am
looking forward to making my
contribution to the work of the
Trust.” (Source: www.nriinternet.com)

Edwardian Hotel Group;
Harmesh Lakhanpaul, director,
Peterborough Race Equality
Council, for services to
community relations; Dipesh
Jayantilal Shah, formerly chief
executive officer, UK Atomic
Energy Authority, for services
to the energy industry; Rita
Sharma, founder and managing
director, Best at Travel, for
services to the travel industry;
and Tom Tar Singh, founder and
non-executive director, New
Look, for services to the fashion
industry. (Source: www.gopio.net)

cent share. The state
government hopes to complete
every aspect of the project
including construction of the
dam, irrigation network and

Two British...

1,450-MW Hydro Electric Power Project ...

Social security benefits to NRIs
says Franklin Lavin, US Under

Secretary for International Trade
Responding to a long-standing demand of Indian

professionals working in the US for a short period, the US
has decided to take up the issue of finalizing a tantalization
agreement with the Indian Government to ensure that their
social security contribution in the US does not go waste.

The agreement would ensure that Indians working in the
country get the social security benefits that they have paid for
in the US in the form of social security tax when they return
to India. According to US Under Secretary for International
Trade, Franklin Lavin, who was on a visit to New Delhi, the
talks are likely to begin soon.

His assurance is especially welcomed by software
professionals holding H1-B visas who work for a short
duration in the US and are hence not able to gain from the
social security system. H1-B visa holders are allowed to work
in the US for a maximum of six years whereas to get benefits
of the US social security system, one has to work in the country
for minimum of 10 years. (Source: www.nriol.com)

power generation by 2010 even
as it has planned to irrigate five
lakh hectares of land by June
through local water users
committee.

Health Tips: How to
remove indigestion?

• Eat when you are hungry.
• Eat slowly and Chew

properly.
• Do Fast
• Relax at least for half an

hour after a meal.
• A long brisk walk is

beneficial.
• Do Paschimottanasana,

Halasana, Bhujangasana,
Salabhasana,
Dhanurasana,
Mayurasana

 Source:  www.sivananda.org


